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Your District Mission Statement

The heart of the Michigan
District of the Missionary
Church is to cultivate healthy
churches and districts that
reproduce and multiply
devoted followers of
Jesus Christ.

Your District Ministry Team

Rev. Jim Keller, District
Superintendent
kellerjw@shcglobal.net

Dr. Al Yerke, Director of District
Ministries
alany@mcmichigan.org

Rev. Tom Blaylock, Director of
Church Multiplication
tomblaylock@gmail.com

Rev. Tim Patch, Director of
Youth Ministries
rev_patch@wowway.com

District Office

Phone: 810-742-7462

Fax: 810-742-8102

E-mail: office@mcmichigan.org
Web: www.mcmichigan.org

CHURCH PLANTING PROJECTS FOR 2011

Church planting in Michigan gears up with two new works for
2011. Tom Blaylock, Church Multiplication Director, is assisting
two church planters and various LEAD Team churches with these
projects.

The first project is being developed by Adam Lockhart, a church
planting intern in the Michigan District. This plant targets
Riverview, MI, a community downriver from Detroit.

Adam and his wife Carrie grew up at
New Faith Chapel, Romulus. Carrie
| is aschool teacher, while Adam, in

| addition to his internship with the
District, is completing his
theological studies through the
Pastoral Leadership Institute. The
Lockharts have three sons.

The other new project is an outreach to the Chaldean community
of greater Detroit. A strategy is being formulated between the
District and Bassim Gorial, Founder and President of the Aramaic
Broadcasting Network, to plant a church for this large ethnic
group in southeast Michigan.

Recent church plants in Michigan continue to develop. They
include Evident Church, Macomb, Iglesia Evangelica Misionera
La Mies, Zeeland, and VOX Church, Chesterfield. An organic
disciple-making ministry in Sebewaing has begun.

Please uphold church planting in your prayers as we seek to reach
the unchurched of Michigan. To see what’s happening in the
Missionary Church in the area of denominational church planting,
visit the Missionary Church website at:

http://mcusa.org/Ministries/ChurchMultiplication.aspx
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OUR DISTRICT VISION: Every Church Mobilizing...

From your District Superintendent...

VISION- PRIORITY #1!

| just returned from a prayer
retreat for denominational
leaders in Orlando, FL. During
the event, one of the guys in the
room blurted out, “I wish I
could show a picture of this to
everybody, because this is what the Missionary
Church is at the heart.” He was in the room with
about 24 of us who gathered at a retreat center for
two days of prayer and seeking after God. The
leadership bodies of the Missionary Church we
now call the General Oversight Council (GOC)
and the Ministry Leadership Council (MLC)
gathered for worship in song, corporate, small
group and solitude prayer.

The highlight for me was the last two solitude
sessions which I had personally designed to be a
time for keeping still and quiet before the Lord. |
taught myself Psalm 130:5-6, which says:

“I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and
in his word | put my hope. My soul waits
for the Lord more than watchmen wait
for the morning, more than watchmen
wait for the morning.”

I’ve never been a watchman on duty through the
night, but I can well imagine that the wait
includes a lot of anticipation for the morning hour
of daylight at the end of the shift...waiting and
waiting and waiting and waiting. Being still and
quiet before the Lord in the busyness of this life
in this culture is a huge challenge. But, the
daylight and insight as a result is a healing balm
for anybody’s soul.

Jim Keller,

District Superintendent
kellerjiw@sbcglobal.net

From your Ministries Director...

UPDATE ON REORGANIZATION
: After the 2010 District

Conference approved in
principle the formation of the
Michigan Region with multiple
districts, the District Executive
Board appointed a Regional
Implementation Team to work

4 on details of the transition. The
team has met several times this fall and winter to
prepare job descriptions, ministry team profiles,
mission district guidelines and regional bylaws for
the proposed Michigan Region.

Team members are: Jonathan Boyer, Doug
Connelly, Jim Keller, Bob Ransom, Larry
VanSlambrook, Dwight Weber and Al Yerke. In

addition, Vice-District Superintendent Tom Knight
was invited to attend two of the team meetings.

The March 26 Leadership Academy at the Faith
Missionary Church, Flint, will include a forum to
present proposed documents for the transition.
Pastors and delegates at the May 3 District
Conference will take formal action concerning
these proposed changes. The target date for the
start of the Michigan Region is July 1.

Thank you for your continued prayer support on
behalf of the District and its leadership during this
time of transition. It is greatly appreciated!

A

Al Yerke
Director of District Ministries
alany@mcmichigan.org

The Leaders’ Journal is a publication for pastors and lay leaders in the Michigan District of the Missionary Church.
Our address is: 1091 Creekwood Trail, Burton, Ml 48509. Al Yerke is the editor. He may be reached at

alany@mcmichigan.org or 810-742-7462. The Jour nal i s

avail abwwev.memichigam.erg).Di st ri ct’
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“Every Church mobilizing believers t0
intentionally reach and disciple those

without Christ.”

LEADERSHIWCADEN

FAITHMISSIONARYHURC
MARCH26,201T 9:00AMTO12:3(PM

Michigan District pastors and local church
invited to attend a Leadership Academy w
speaker, Rev. Steve
OWhat does great | ea

in the eyes of G

How does the Bible describe the leadership traits that God
uses to protect and provide for His people? This seminar
will talk about the aspects of leadership that can be
developed by every single person that God calls to lead.
Practical insights will be shared to take your leadership to
the next level.

OHow do we <dieenwsionop a
for our ministri

How do we find that balance between waiting on God for a
vision for our ministries, and yet working hard to develop
that vision as well? This seminar will focus on vision as the
point where God and leaders meet in partnership for the
benefit of the people God has given us to lead. Practical
steps will be given to partner with the Holy Spirit in
establishing a vision that will unite your people and
advance Godds kingdom.

Reorganization Forum

The Leadership Academyaricludesn the
District and Denominational plans for reor
Prposed Bylaws, Job Deseniutibtiss Distri
Guidelines for the Michigan Region will be
and discusserthis forum is designed to pre
pastors and lay leadengrfivtay Bistrict
Conference, where a vote will becuwéigams
for the Michigan Region of thariyliShianch.
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Michigan District Conference
Tuesday, May 3, 2011
Davison Missionary Church
10:00 am 0 5:00 pm
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Davison Missionary Church
1481 N. Gale Road, Davison, M1 48423

AREA RESTAURANTS
Applebee's, Lapeer Road John's Pizzeria, Davison Rd.
Arby's, M-15 KFC, Lapeer Rd.
Archie's Family Restaurant, M-15 Little Caesars Pizza, M-15
Big Boy, Lapeer Road McDonald's, M-15
Big John Steak & Onion, M-15 Pizza Company, Davison Rd.
Burger King, M-15 Pizza Hut, Lapeer Rd.
Chee Kong Restaurant, M-15 Lucky’s Steak House, Lapeer Rd.
El Charritos, Mill Street Senor Lucky's, M-15
Italia Gardens, M-15 Subway, M-15

Jimmy John's, M-15 Whitey’s Restaurant, M-15
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FROM ACROSS THE DISTRICT

Bethel, Yale, prepared 104
Christmas Shoe Boxes for
Samaritan’s Purse.

(Rev. Brent Kriesch)

Cass City votes on a pastoral
candidate February 6.

Colonial Woods, Port Huron,
welcomes Josh Sabo to their staff as
Pastor of the Venue. The church
received six new members into the
fellowship in December.

(Rev. Phil Whetstone)

Crossroads, China, praises God for
two recent salvation commitments.
(Dr. Michael Cadrette)

Fellowship Bible, Brown City,
voted unanimously to extend the
ministry of Rev. Richard Kriesch as
their interim pastor for up to another
year. 195 people attended their
children’s Christmas program.

Davison presented “Journey to
Bethlehem,” a community outreach
that drew over 1,700 attendees the
first weekend of December. Over
200 people from the church helped
put on the interactive village and
living nativity.

Lamotte, Marlette, welcomed their
new pastor, Rev. Tom Brink, in
December. A Commission Service
for the Brinks was held January 9.

Rev. Tom & Cyndee Brinks

Midland celebrated Pastor Fred
Becknell’s official retirement with a
special service and dinner
December 26. Rev. Mark Beers
begins February 6 at the church’s
new senior pastor.

Rev. Mark & Mary Beers

Mizpah, Cass City, appreciates the
ministry of Rev. Art Wright, their
interim pastor.

New Faith Chapel, Romulus,
requests prayer as they begin their
pastoral search this winter.

(Rev. Jim Thompson, Interim)

New Hope, Lapeer, celebrated
Christmas with a musical drama and
held a New Year’s candlelight
testimony service.

(Rev. Gerald Sims)

VOX, Chesterfield. The latest
church plant in the Michigan
District launched September 26.
Over 300 attended the grand
opening of VOX in Chesterfield,
MI. The church currently meets in
a local elementary school. The
pastoral staff includes Rev. Matt
Woodburn and Pastor Jonathan
Seller.

VOX Church

Warren held a Living Nativity
during the Christmas season,
drawing over 400 people.
(Rev. Frank Taubitz)

MICHIGAN MISSIONARY
LOANS & INVESTMENTS

MMLI pays 2.5 %
interest on investments to
members of
Michigan District
churches. For a

prospectus or more
information, please call
810-742-7462.

Churches in Transitions

Please uphold the following
churches as they seek their next
senior pastors:

Cass City (pastoral vote Feb. 6)
Fellowship Bible, Brown City
Mizpah, Cass City

New Faith Chapel, Romulus

Fellowship Bible, Mizpah, and
New Faith Chapel are using the
services of interim pastors.

Annual Reports due Feb. 15

Annual ministerial and church reports
are due February 15. These reports
may be done online at:

WWW.MCusa.org
Copies of both reports need to be sent
to the District and the Denomination.

In addition, a church officers/delegate
form should be completed and returned
to the District Office by Feb. 15. It
may be completed online at:

www.mcmichigan.org
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District Calendar

o

Feb. 4 District Office
Orientation Day for New Pas
March 8 District Office
Strengthening the Local Chi
Team Meeting
March 16 District Office
2.6 Training Day
Marchl8-19~ Michindoh
Pastors & Sp
March 26 ~ Faith, Flint
Leadership Academy
April 13 ~ District Office
District Executive Board Meq
April 24 ~ Easter Sunday
May 3 ~ Davison
Distret Conference
June 148 ~ Brown City
CammVork Fellowship
June 149~ Brown City
District Bible Quiz Finals
June 224 ~ Brown City
Happy Ti me C
July 8 ~ Dallas, TX
General Conference
July 123 ~ Mancelona
Family Camp
August-44 ~ Brown City
Family Camp

Pastors & Spousesd

Date:

Location:

Purpose:

Speaker:

Cost:

Ret r

March 18-19 (2 PM Friday to 1 PM Saturday)

Michindoh Conference Center

4545 E. Bacon Road

Hillsdale, M1 49242

(517) 523-3616 (Web Page: www.michindoh.com)

Our annual retreat for pastors and spouses is designed to
provide a romantic getaway for couples, free from the
daily demands of the pastorate, and to encourage
fellowship and support among couples in ministry. Attire
is casual.

Rev. Dave DeSelm is the founding and senior pastor of
Fellowship Missionary Church, Fort Wayne, IN, a
congregation of 2,400. He and his wife, Gwen, have
three grown children and two grandchildren.

$150.00 per couple (175.00 after Feb.15) Registration
includes three meals (Friday supper, Saturday breakfast
and lunch), one night’s lodging, and program fees. No
cost to missionaries and retired pastors.

Reqistration Form

Name:

CHECK BOX:

Address:

City:

State:

Zip Code:

Phone:( )

E-mail:

Church:

A $150.00 Early Registration (Due Feb. 15)
A $175.00 Regular Registration (After Feb. 15)

A No charge for missionaries, retirees, evangelists

AMOUNT ENCLOSED:

Make checks payable to:
MICHIGAN DISTRICT OF THE MISSIONARY CHURCH

Churches are urged to cover the cost for their pastoral staff.

1091 Creekwood Trail
Burton, Ml 48509
810-742-7462




