
Your District Mission Statement 

 

The heart of the Michigan 

District of the Missionary 

Church is to cultivate healthy 

churches and districts that 

reproduce and multiply 

devoted followers of                   

Jesus Christ. 

 

Your District  Ministry Team 

 

Rev. Jim Keller, District 

Superintendent 

kellerjw@sbcglobal.net 

 

Dr. Al Yerke, Director of District 

Ministries 

ayerke@sbcglobal.net  

 

Rev. Tom Blaylock, Director of 

Church Multiplication  

tomblaylock@gmail.com 

 

Rev. Stan Liechty, Director of 

Church Health 

stan@colonialwoodsmc.com 

 

Rev. Christine Crocker, Director 

of Family and Children’s Team 

crockchristine@aol.com 

 

Rev. Tim Patch, Director of 

Youth Ministries 

rev_patch@wowway.com  

 

Rev. Martin Roman, Director of 

Hispanic Ministries 
martin.roman1@yahoo.com 

 

District Office 

Phone: 810-742-7462 

Fax: 810-742-8102 

E-mail: michdistmc@aol.com 

Web: www.mcmichigan.org 
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CONFERENCE APPROVES                           
REGIONAL PROPOSAL 

The Michigan District, at our Annual Conference in April, 

overwhelming adopted a restructuring proposal to begin the process of 

transitioning from a District to a Region with multiple Districts.   The 

proposal is based on our Statement of Vision, Mission, Values and Five-

Year Goals and is designed to help us be more effective at our priorities: 

- Mobilize continuous intercessory prayer 

- Evangelize the lost and make disciples 

- Strengthen our established churches 

- Plant new churches and Districts 

- Recruit and develop dynamic and spiritually passionate 

leaders 

The new region, scheduled to begin July 1, 2011, will include current 

District churches, pastors and ministries.    Events, such as Mancelona 

and Brown City Family Camps, Youth Bible Quizzing, Pastors and 

Spouses’ Retreat, etc., will continue under the new structure.   As time, 

resources, vision, etc. permit, new mission Districts within the Michigan 

Region will be formed.   On July 1, the District Superintendent will 

become the Michigan Regional Director and the 

District Office will be known as the Michigan 

Regional Resource Center.  

The District Executive Board has appointed an 

Implementation Team to “flesh out” details related 

to the transition.  These details must be approved 

by the 2011 District Conference.  The team will 

address several key items, including: 

- Appropriate Bylaw Changes 

- Mission and Full District Guidelines and Job Descriptions 

- Legal paperwork to be filed with the State and IRS 

Please pray for the District and the Implementation Team as they seek 

input from pastors and churches, work on new bylaws and job 

descriptions, and prepare the framework for the new Michigan Region. 
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OUR DISTRICT VISION: Every Church Mobilizing… 
 

From your District Superintendent…   

 
A Very Scary Biblical 

Principle. 

 

"Can a blind man lead a blind 

man? Will they not both fall 

into a pit? A student is not 

above his teacher, but everyone 

who is fully trained will be like his teacher.  

(Luke 6:39-40) 

 

There’s no place to hide for one who leads 

people within the body of Christ.  What happens 

in the secret place will somehow come to the 

surface at some point, somewhere in some form.  

Every Christian leader needs to feel the weight 

of this.  Attitudes and behaviors are the 

wallpaper and backdrop of one’s life privately 

and corporately. 

 

Consequently in presenting a vision for the 

Missionary Church, the leaders have taken 

seriously this principle when it comes to calling 

all of us to prayer and fasting (see the 

Proclamation on our websites and page six in 

this Leaders’ Journal).  Together they signed “A 

Pledge of Brotherly Trust,” which includes 

among other statements the following: a 

pledge… 

 To endeavor to invest at least 1 hour 

daily in personal prayer – 5 days per 

week. 

 To endeavor to fast and pray at least 1 

day per month for the next year. 

 

I hope you will take seriously this proclamation 

call to prayer and fasting and the reasons for it.  

After all, Jesus did say, “When you fast,” not 

“if” (Matthew 6:16). 

 

Jim 
 

Jim Keller, 

District Superintendent 

kellerjw@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

From your Ministries Director… 
 

SOUL SEARCHING 
Last month, I had the privilege to 

attend a two-day Church 

Conference in Virginia.   Some of 

the heavy hitters were there, such 

as Chuck Swindoll, Ed Stezter and 

Jim Cymbala.   Each shared 

challenging and thought-

provoking insights from the Bible.    

 

During the event, I attended a luncheon workshop led 

by Lance Witt on “Building a Spiritually Healthy 

Team.”   I gleaned several insights from his 

presentation, including this gem: 

 

“When we neglect our soul,  those who get hurt the 

worst are those who know us the best.” 

 

That statement hit me right between the eyes.   As 

Witt points out, it doesn’t matter how gifted a 

communicator you may be, or  how talented a leader 

you are, or even how big your church is; if you don’t 

nurture your personal walk with the Lord, those 

closest to you (your spouse, kids, staff, church 

leaders, etc.) will suffer the most.    Carelessness, 

complacency and compromise could cost you your 

ministry, your family… and your soul.    

 

In light of this, soul searching isn’t optional; it’s 

mandatory.    Is it really “well with my soul”?     

 

Al 
Al Yerke 

Director of District Ministries 

ayerke@sbcglobal.net

 
 
 

 
 

The Leadersô Journal is a publication for pastors and lay leaders in the Michigan District of the Missionary Church.  

Our address is: 1091 Creekwood Trail, Burton, MI  48509.  Al Yerke is the editor.  He may be reached at 
ayerke@sbcglobal.net or 810-742-7462.  The Journal is available on the Districtôs website (www.mcmichigan.org).  
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mailto:ayerke@sbcglobal.net
http://www.mcmichigan.org/


 

Leaders’ Journal - page three  Summer 2010

From your Church Multiplication Director… 

The On-Deck Circle 
 

 

I don’t know about the rest of 

you, but I absolutely love 

baseball.  In a few minutes I will 

watch our 11 year old son play 

in his baseball game.  The other 

week I went to Comerica Park to 

watch the Tigers beat those 

dreaded Yankees.  And two weeks ago I watched 

the Reds lose to the Mets while in Cincinnati.  I 

could go on, but you get the idea!   

 

One of the interesting dynamics of baseball is the 

“on-deck circle”.  This is the special place where 

only one player can stand – the batter who is next 

up at the plate.  When the game is tight and the 

tension mounts, everyone looks ahead to that on-

deck circle.  Why?  Because we all want to know 

who is due up next.  We all want our team to win, 

and we always hope the on-deck batter is the 

slugger whose batting over .300 with lots of RBIs. 

 

When it comes to church planting in Michigan, 

who is on-deck for the Missionary Church?  Allow 

me to introduce you to our most recent draft picks 

– Adam and Carrie Lockhart.  The Lockharts come 

out of our New Faith Chapel Church in Romulus 

and on March 1, 2010 were brought to our team 

through a partnership of our Metro LEAD Team 

and the Church Multiplication Team (our District 

leadership 

team for 

church 

planting).  

They will be 

in the on-deck 

circle for 

awhile as they 

serve a church 

planting internship under the supervision of our 

Metro LEAD Team.  We expect them to approach 

the plate in early 2011 for their turn at bat – and 

we believe they will do very well as church 

planters for our District.  Welcome to our team 

Adam and Carrie!  

   

Tom 
Rev. Tom Blaylock 

Director of Church Multiplication 

tomblaylock@gmail.com 

 

 

 

From your Church Health Director… 
 

A Shepherd and His Flock 
 

This is the time of year that a sheep 

herder looks for three things in the 

summer to care for his flock of sheep. A 

shepherd searches for the freshest grazing 

pastureland for his sheep.  He checks 

where the sheep can find shade in the 

heat of the day. He looks for a place for 

the sheep to drink some cool fresh water.  The shepherd is 

the key in the care, nurture, and protection of the sheep. 

  

In the same way, a pastor (shepherd) is key in caring for 

and protecting his flock.  In  I Peter 5:1-4, the scriptures 

teach to “Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your 

care.” v. 2 

  

HOW ARE WE PASTORS TO ACCOMPLISH THIS ?   

  

WE ARE: 

  

·         To be eager to serve as their overseers. V. 2 

·          Not to serve out of duty, but willingly. V. 2 

·          Not greedy for money V. 2 

·          Not lording it over them. V. 3 

·          To be an example to the flock. V. 3 

  

AS WE PASTORS:   

 ·         Model before them our lives 

·          Mentor them in the ministry opportunities & skills 

·          Teach them Biblical truths 

·          Coach them to use their Spiritual gifts & talents 

  

THEN: 

  

·         Our ministry will be lived in and through our people. 

·         Our eternal rewards will be found in heaven. v. 4 
 

 

Stan 
Stan Liechty, 

Church Health Director 

stan@colonialwoodsmc.com 

mailto:tomblaylock@gmail.com
mailto:stan@colonialwoodsmc.com
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From your Children’s Director…  

 Faith at Home Training and Impact    

The Mark Holmen/ Focus on the Family 

Event hosted by Colonial Woods 

Missionary Church the weekend of May 

1-2 was met with a great deal of positive 

response in attendance and comments.  

Much thanks to Pastor Dwight Weber for 

all the work he and his team accomplished in order to bring 

this event to our District. 

 

Included among the suggestions was a future “hands-on 

workshop” to see how the ideas that sound so good can 

actually be implemented.  One of our District churches has 

been doing an exceptional job in this area.  Lynn Adams of 

the Lighthouse Missionary Church in East Jordan recently 

shared some of the details from the event they hosted for 

teens and their families:    

 

We had five families represented (two of them relatively 

new to our church), plus a husband and wife here on 

vacation from out-of-state who came to see what it was all 

about.  We served lunch (those who brought their Bibles 

ate first).  Then we talked about why we should study the 

Bible, and a very basic study method.  We introduced study 

resources (commentaries, concordance, Bible 

encyclopedia, etc. as well as some online resources).  Then 

we had a quiz - each family was a team - where the 

answers were found by looking in the various books we had 

introduced.  Finally, we had a scavenger hunt of sorts, 

where the clues were words in Bible verses, leading them to 

different places around the church.  It was teens against the 

parents.   Everyone really got into it.  The resource to take 

home included a list of study materials, outlines for 

personal Bible study and reflection, and a journal.  Wish 

more of our core church families would have been there, 

but those who came really seemed to enjoy it. 

 

If you have an event you could share with our other 

churches, please e-mail a summary to me.  If your church is 

interested in a hands-on workshop, please contact me 
 

Christine 
Christine Crocker 

District Children’s Director 

crockchristine@aol.com 

 
 

 

From your Youth Director…  

Converge 

Converge: to join or meet; to focus, 

approach or concentrate. 

  

Jesus, as he created a movement to 

make disciples, challenged the willing to 

a greater involvement in and 

commitment to His cause. Jesus also challenges and 

commands us to go into the world and engage the 

culture in which we live. Our calling is clear. 

  

As the Youth Ministry Team has been evaluating the 

status and direction of the District’s youth ministry, 

we’ve concluded that one of basic tenets is that an 

organization rises and falls with leadership. Within the 

Michigan District our desire is to help develop student-

leaders in our local churches. Our desire is that these 

leaders would be able to take on leadership roles in their 

local church youth group and be able to engage their 

culture with the issues of the day. We would hope they 

could be able to give an apt reply other than, “OH 

Yeah.” 

 

A student-leader would also know what was expected of 

him/her during their youth group time and be able to 

show leadership during retreats and District events such 

as Brown City Camp, Mancelona Camp, 3DYC, etc.  

 

With that in mind, Missionary Churches from Michigan, 

Indiana and Ohio, have banded together to form 

Converge, a training event to take place next January.  

Converge will target like-minded student-leaders from 

across the tri-state area, teaching them leadership skills 

and principles so that  they can go back to their churches 

and schools better equipped to lead and engage their 

culture for Jesus Christ.  

 

Converge is being planned for Jr. and Sr. High students, 

even freshmen in college, who have hearts for Jesus and 

display leadership qualities.  The event will be held at 

Huntington College, near Fort Wayne, Indiana, January 

14-16, 2011. The cost will be $79.00 per student, plus 

housing expenses. 

 

Details for Converge are still being developed.  If you 

have suggestions or idea, please let me know.  Start 

planning now for Converge 2011. 

  
 

Tim 
Tim Patch 

District Youth Director 

rev_patch@wowway.com 

mailto:crockchristine@aol.com
mailto:rev_patch@wowway.com
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FROM ACROSS THE DISTRICT 
 

Bethel, Yale, reports that 130 

people attended their Easter Sunrise 

Service, which was led by the youth 

group. (Rev. Brent Kriesch) 

Calvary, Livonia, thanks Associate  

Pastor, Rev. Frank and Terry 

Taubitz, for their eight years of 

ministry at the church.  Frank is 

now Senior Pastor at Warren.  (Rev. 

Joe Purdy) 

Cass City praises God for seven 

recent commitments to Christ.  

(Rev. Bob Sweeney) 

Colonial Woods, Port Huron, 

congratulations Youth Pastor Dan 

Hamrick who was ordained May 16.  

(Rev. Phil Whetstone) 

Crossroads, China, thanks the 

Lord for five salvation decisions 

and three new members in March.                                      

(Dr. Michael Cadrette) 

Davison had over 500 people attend 

their Easter Sunday morning 

services.   Twenty people accepted 

Christ during the month of March!                                     

(Rev. Allen Sudmann) 

Dayton Heights, Flint, reports that 

their pastor, Gerald Lerche, had the 

privilege in April of going on a 

missions trip to Guatemala. 

Evident, Macomb, praises God for 

over 170 in attendance on Easter 

Sunday with ten people making 

decisions for Christ. (Rev. Josh 

Hossler) 

Faith Christian Fellowship, Hart, 
gives thanks for seven salvation 

commitments in April.  (Rev. Glenn 

Bearss) 

First, Clarkston, thanks the Lord 

for a recent salvation and three new 

members. (Rev. Bud Freed) 

Lighthouse, East Jordan, recently 

sent a ministry team to Ireland, 

where they assisted Rev. Dennis and 

Linda Collins in various outreaches 

to adults and students. (Rev. Jim 

Jordan) 

Lamotte, Marlette, thanks Rev. 

Rich Thomas for his year of service 

as Interim Pastor.   He concludes his 

stay at the church in June.                                     

Marquette has extended a call to 

Paul and Colleen Holcroft to be 

their next pastor.   Paul, who grew 

up in the District, graduated in May 

with a Master’s Degree from Bethel 

College. The Holcrofts move to 

Marquette in June. 

 Mud Lake, Sheridan, held a 

community outreach in April.   

Outreaches are also scheduled for 

May, June and July. (Rev. Karl 

Yoder) 

New Hope, Clare, praises the Lord 

for those who have recommitted 

their lives to the Lord.  

Thanksgiving is also offered for a 

recent salvation commitment of 

faith.  (Rev. Charles Green) 

New Hope, Lapeer, is grateful for 

some new musicians who have 

jointed the worship team.               

(Rev. Gerald Sims) 

New Life, Bay City, sent a team of 

students, during Spring Break, to 

serve at the Redbird Mission in 

Kentucky.   Associate Pastor, Brian 

Reinhardt, led the team.  The church 

welcomed two new members in the 

fellowship in April. (Rev. Jonathan 

Boyer) 

Open Door, Sandusky, gives glory 

to God for two recent salvation 

decisions. (Rev. Jon Sherry) 

Trinity, Yale, had 15 people attend 

the Faith at Home Seminar May 1 in 

Port Huron.  (Rev. Anthony Ferriell) 

Walled Lake shares that their 

pastor, Rev. Matt Maloney, went on 

a missions trip in April to Kenya 

and Tanzania in Africa.   While 

there, the team held a Pastors’ 

Conference and conducted village 

outreaches to the Maasai people.  

Matt served with Missionary 

Church pastors, Caleb Bislow, and 

Derry Prenkert.   Caleb is a former 

youth pastor from Colonial Woods, 

Port Huron.                          

Warren welcomed their new 

pastor, Rev. Frank and Terry 

Taubitz, on May 2 with a special 

commissioning service. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

MICHIGAN MISSIONARY 

LOANS & INVESTMENTS 

 

MMLI pays 3.5 % 

interest on investments to 

members of             

Michigan District 

churches.  For a 

prospectus or more 

information, please call 

810-742-7462. 
 

 

 

Churches in Transitions 

 

Please uphold the following 

churches as they seek their next 

senior pastors: 

Bates, Williamsburg                                

Iglesia Evangelica Misionera de 

Kalamazoo                                               

Lamotte, Marlette                                                                     

Mizpah, Cass City                                            

Midland                    

New Faith Chapel, Romulus                                       

Royal Oak                                                      

Several of these churches are 

using interim pastors to lead 

their congregations. 

Pray that God will provide the 

appropriate pastoral leadership 

at the right time for each of 

these congregations. 
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Proclamation of the Missionary Church Call to Prayer and Fasting* 
(May, 2010)  

 

The Missionary Church Ministry Leadership Council and the General Oversight Council have, 

unanimously and enthusiastically, signed a Pledge of Brotherly Commitme nt to faithfully practice 

the discipline of prayer and fasting.  

 

With this pledge in mind they personally affirm the biblical mandate to fast and pray and 

passionately call everyone in our fellowship to intentional prayer and fasting*.  

 

I n obedience to our  Lord, the massive challenges of our times, and the effective expansion of His 

Kingdom through the ministries of His church, let us commit to at least one day of prayer  and 

fasting each month over the next twelve  months.  While you may choose any day you w ish, we invite 

you to join us on the 5 th  day of each month.  

 

Let our primary focus be:  

1) Prayer for corporate and individual repentance;  

2) Listening to His voice through His Word and His Spirit;  

3) Prayer for a renewed passion for God;  

4) Prayer for the revival and  renewal of your local church as well as our Missionary Church 

ministries worldwide ; 

5) Prayer for the accomplishment of the Vision of the Missionary Church focused upon, 
1perpetual intercessory prayer, 2evangelizing the lost and making disciples, 
3strengthen ing local churches, 4planting new churches and districts of churches, and 
5intentional recruitment and development of catalytic, passionate leaders.  

 

Let us personally embrace His promise,  

 

òIf my people, who are called by my name will humble themselves and pray, 

and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from 

heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land.ó  

 II Chronicles 7:14  
 

------------------------- 

*We welcome and encourage individual participants to consider a variety of different kinds of fasting, especially 

when there are medical issues involved (i.e. one meal, fruits and vegetables only – “Daniel fasting,” fasting of 

entertainment or recreational activity, etc.).  The purpose of fasting is giving up a routine or everyday activity in 

order to devote oneself to prayer and seeking God. 

 

*We encourage local churches to organize 24 hour as well as 24/7 prayer vigils that 

include the call to prayer and fasting.  For details of 24/7 go to www.mcgpn.org. 

 

 

DISTRICT PRAYER RETREAT 
August 27-28 

Brown City Campgrounds 



Rev. Phil Whetstone 

Camp Evangelist 
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Happy Time  

Childrenõs Camp 

June 21ñ25 

Brown City 

Campgrounds 

 

Children  

Grades 3 - 6 

Mancelona Family Camp 

July 18-24, 2010 
Daily Services at 10 am & 7 pm 

Brown City Family Camp 
July 29ñAugust 8 

  
Daily programs for children, youth & adults at 10am 

Nightly Family Worship Services at 7:00 pm 

Rev. Steve Jones Rev. Joel DeSelm Dr. Bob Laurent Dr. Marcus Warner 

The 

Collingsworth 

Family  

in concert 

July 31 



Name: ______________________________  

Address: _____________________________  

City: ________________________________  

State: _______________________________  

Zip Code: ____________________________  

Phone:(_____) ________________________  

E-mail: ______________________________ 

Church:  _____________________________ 

Registration Form  
CHECK BOX: 

 $ 70.00 Early Bird Registration (Due Sept. 1) 
 $ 85.00 Regular Registration (After Sept. 1) 
 No charge for missionary, retiree, evangelist 

 
AMOUNT ENCLOSED: ______________________ 

 
Make checks payable to: 

MICHIGAN DISTRICT OF THE MISSIONARY CHURCH  
Churches are urged to cover the cost for their pastoral staff. 
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       District Calendar 

  
 

June 14-18 ~ Brown City  Camp   

Adult Work Fellowship 

June 18-19 ~ Brown City Camp             
District Youth Bible Quiz Finals 

June 21-25 ~ Brown City Camp            

Happy Time Childrenõs Camp 

July 8-10 ~ Bethel College                        
MC Youth Bible Quiz Finals 

July 18-24 ~ Mancelona                       
Mancelona Family Camp 

July 29- Aug. 8 ~ Brown City             

Brown City Family Camp 

Aug 27-28 ~ Brown City            

District-wide Prayer Retreat 

Oct.4-6 ~ Mancelona      

Ministersõ Retreat                                      
at AuSable Institute 

Jan. 14-16 ~ Huntington, IN        
Converge- Youth Leadership 

Conference 

 

AAAnnnnnnuuuaaalll   MMMiiinnniiisssttteeerrrsssõõõ   RRReeetttrrreeeaaattt   
   

Date:    October 4-6, 2010    

  Monday, 12:30 PM to Wednesday, 11:00 AM 

Location: AuSable Institute                 

7526 Sunset Trail NE 

Mancelona, MI 49659 

(231) 587-8686 (Web Page: www.ausable.org)  

Purpose: Our annual retreat for pastors and associates is designed 

to provide a relaxed getaway for spiritual, emotional and 

physical renewal.  Times of worship and teaching are 

balanced with free time, recreation, and solitude. Attire is 

casual.   

Speaker: Rev. Bill Lepley is the Senior Pastor of the Grabill (IN) 

Missionary Church, where he has served since 1995. He is 

a gifted communicator and leader.   He and his wife, 

Sally, have two grown children and two granddaughters. 

Cost: $ 70.00 early bird registration (due Sept. 1).                     
$ 85.00 regular registration rate (after Sept. 1).   

Registration includes six meals, two nights lodging (bring 

your own bedding and linens), and program fees.  No cost 

to missionaries and retired pastors. 

 

 

  

  

 

  

  
 


